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Guide for reflection in community on the pastoral letter of Br. Alvaro
“Associated with the God of the Poor”

Onceagainwearereceivingour |etter fromthe Su-
perior-General. With it, Br.Alvaro helps us to
strengthen the spirit of community with thewhole
Institute and throwslight for us on some concrete
aspectsof our charism.

It will help usto enter into the sense of the present
letter if werecall theletterswrittenin previousyears.
Starting out from our vow of Association they have
illuminated different dimensionsof our life:
Community, Prayer, Consecration.

2000. The Image of the Brother today.

2001. Associated with our Brothers.
TobeaBrother in Community: our first
asociation.

2002. Associated with the God of

Life.
Our lifeof prayer.

2003. Associated with the God of
the Poor. !
Our consecrated lifein thelight of the 4th Vow.

Our vow of association gives importance to
persons. It associates us with God, with the
Brothers, with the lay persons who share our
Lasallian Mission; and all for the service of
evangelizing theyoung, especially the poor.

The following reading guide divides
Br.Superior’sletter into four sections. In
each of them, simple questionshave been

formulated which may helpto guidethediadogue. The
questionsare preceded by aquotation fromthel etter.

1. Historic evolution of the 4th Vow.

“ThefourthVow opensusup tothe needsof theworld
and makes us come out of ourselvesin order to be
open to new initiativesfor itsbenefit not only ona
personal level but also at Community and
Didrictlevel Sncewehavedready associated
oursalvesfor thispurpose. ..

It isafact that our present fourth Vow

was the first Vow of the Founder and

thefirst Brothers, and represented for
themtheexpresson of thecharismand
purposeof thenstitute”.

a. How has the understanding you
have had of the Vow of association for
service to the poor changed in the
course of your life?

b. Today how do you think we could
revitalize our lifeif, like the Founder,
we considered this\Vow asour first Vow
and the expression of our charism?

2. The living of the Vow of
association is shared with
our lay associates.

“If at times collaboration was seen
intermsof sanding-infor, nowadays



itisbornof theneed to shareresponsbilitiesnot only
inrunning our works, but aboveal in our aspiration
tolive specific agpectsand momentsof thespiritudity
and themisson of theIngtitute’.

Analyzing the practices of our Community and
District,

a. How do we carry out and give impetus to the
sharing of responsibilitiesin our works?

b. How do we work in order to share times of
spirituality and mission?

3. Our path towards the poor with the
Founder. Images of a spirituality.

“Giving Chrigtian educationto thechildren of artisans
and the poor, ought to be, in the footsteps of the
founder, areal school of spirituality”.

Br. Alvaro gives us as many as 11 aspects of a
spirituality which isborn of our serviceto the
poor.

a. What aspects of this spirituality stimulate me
most?

b. Do any of these aspects suggest some practical
commitment for community life?

4. Our consecration in the light of the 4th
Vow.

“Today, thetheology of the ReligiousLife speaksto
usof threevowswhile, inreality, our oneradica vow

isour total consecration to God. But aswehave seen
from the beginning, for our Founder the best manner
of procuring the glory of God is by means of
association for the service of the poor”.

a. For each one of the vows: What orientation or
phrase, of those offered to us by Br.Alvaro,
opens most horizons to us and most motivates
usto live our consecration to the full?

b. What do we find new in the presentation which
Is made to us of the vow of stability?

5. The promotion of Justice and our 4th
Vow. Preparation for a New Society.

“TheBrothers should awaystry to promotejustice
inthelight of the Gospel and to servethepoor directly
or indirectly, and they should makethisthepreferentia
part of their educational misson” (R.40).

“Itisimportant tolivewithin theschool anexperience
of justiceinwhich vauessuch assolidarity, community
and participation aregiven priority. Whentheopposite
isthe casetheschool runstherisk of reproducing the
existing system and preparing our pupilsfor asociety
in which some are privileged, training them for
competitivestruggleand lack of solidarity. Thisiswhat
wemust try toavoid if weareto befaithful to our 4th
Vow”.

a. Are we committed to some cause for justice?

b. In our educational ministry, in what way are
we faithful to our 4th Vow?




To help us remember the Vow of association of 1694,
we offer the following presentation.

1 2 3
I consecrate myselfentirelytoYou and Ipromiseandvowtounitemyselfand
liveinsociety with...
toprocureyourglory for tokeeptogetherandbyassociation
gratuitousschools
asfaraslamableandasyouwill this whereverlmaybe,eveniflwere
requireofme. obligedtobegforalmsandliveon
breadonly
purpose ortodoanythinginthe said Society

atwhichlIshallbeemployed.

Wesuggest areading using thefollowing key:

1. Read theentirevow. Read al the phrasesin column number 1, then move on to column 2, and then

tocolumn 3.

2. Doahorizonta readinginlines. Wearethen left with thefollowing equivaents.

| consecrate myself entirely to You. Y  Ivowtounite myselfandliveinsociety.
to procure your glory Y to keeptogether...gratuitousschools.
as you will require of me Y obedience...atwhichlIshallbeemployed.

a. Consecration to God islived in union and associ ation with the Brothers.
b. Theglory of God consistsin the good runningof the Gratuitous Schools.
c. We consecrateall our lifewhen we serve the community in obedience and total availability for the

misson.

Note: Thisframework takesitsinspiration fromthe presentation made by Bros. Miguel Campos
and Michel Sauvage in their book “ Announcing the Gospel to the Poor.”
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Discussion Questions for Brother Superior’s 25 December 2003 Pastoral Letter

“Associated with the God of the Poor.
Our Consecrated Life in the Light of the Fourth Vow”

A Few Questions for Personal Reflection or Communal Sharing

1. What two or three pointsin thisletter ssem most significant for your
lifeand mission asaBrother of the Christian Schools?

2. How hasyour understanding of our “fourth vow” changed or grown
fromyour reading of this|etter?

3.Aretheideaspresented inthisletter consonant with your ownideas
about “ association” and “ educationa serviceof the poor”?

4. Canyou imaginewaysto strengthen your own commitment to our
“association for the educational serviceof the poor”?
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“Associated with the God of the Poor”
(All the textsin inverted commas are from Br.Alvaro’s Pastoral Letter 2003)

1. The Presence of God.

“ Serving the poor is an act of evangelization and, at the same time, a sign of evangelic authenticity
and a stimulusfor permanent conversion for the consecrated life, since, as S.Gregory the Great says,
‘whenwelower ourselvesto thelowest of our neighboursthen werai se ourselvesadmirably to the highest
form of charity, since, if we descend to the depthswith kindness, wereturn bravely tothe heights ”. (VC 82)

Thereisyourfootstool
Andyetyourestyourfeet
Amongthepoor,
The humble andthelost.

Iwantto bow before You,

Butmy incliningwillneverreach the depths
Where your feetrest
Amongthepoor,

The humble andthelost.

Pride cannotapproach You
Since Youwalk
With the clothing of the wretched,
Amongthepoor,
The humble andthelost.

My heartdoes notknowhowto find your path,
The path ofthose who walkin solidarity,
Where You go among the poor,

The humble andthelost.

Rabindranath Tagore
Gitanjali, Song Offerings 10




2. Hymn for meditation.

“To encounter theface of Jesusin the poor isagift of God; how many timeshasit been grantedto meto
thusseethe Lord? For hispart, St.Vincent de Paul liked to say that, when hewasobliged to interrupt his
prayer in order to attend to apoor personin need, inreality the prayer was not interrupted, because* he
wasleaving God for God' (V C 82). And thethinking of our Founder was no different: You should
recognize Jesus Christ under theragsof thechildren youinstruct (Med. 96,3).

Hymn: [as appropriate]

3. Reading of the Word of God

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring Good News

to the poor; he has sent me to proclaim liberty to

captives and to the blind new sight; to set the

downtrodden free, to proclaimthe Lord's year of favour.
(Luke4, 18-19).

4. Commentary of Br. Alvaro: Pastoral Letter 2003

“The Spirit of theLordisa so upon usand hasanointed us to keep,together
and by association schoolsin the service of the poor(Rule 25); tofree
young victimsof so many oppressionsand who areat risk, helping them
to meet thelight whichwill givemeaningtotheir lives. Wearecalled to
live associated with the God of the poor revealed by Jesusin the Gospel
andwhichinspiredintheFounder astyleof rdigiouslifeintheserviceof poor
children and young personsand starting out from them, of all young persons, for
theglory of the Trinity.

“The present-day value of our 4" Vow liesalsointhefact that it opensusup to the

dimensionsof theworld and makes uscome out of ourselvesin order to be open to the needs of poor young
people. Itisacall tocreativity and to new initiativesfor their benefit, not only at apersonal level but also at
Community and District level Snceweare associated for thispurpose. Thiscoming out of ourselvesto avoid
being self-centered isnowadays more necessary than ever inview of thedifficultieswhich wearefacing and
which could lead usto withdraw into oursel vesand hide behind our security.

“Professor AndreaRicardi, founder of the Community of San Egidio, inatalk which hegaveto us Superiors
Generd inarecent USG Assembly, put uson our guard against thistemptation with thesewords:

‘Faced with the horizons of the contemporary world we run the risk of feeling ourselves out of place,
dominated by the sheer size of the challenges and by the complexity of the problems...\e too, in spite
of our Christian history, can become prisoners of this sense of disorientation, leaving usleaning out of
the window of life with love, or leaving us gripped by a sense of impotence, or, definitively, spending
our lives behind the problems — and problems there will always be — of our institution.... preserving
ourselves and not confronting the challenges of the present.’ ”

5. A period of silence.



6. Shared Prayer

For what do we pray?
For whom do we pray?

7. Closing Prayer.

It hel psfrom timeto timeto draw back and consider remote effects.
TheKingdomisnot only centered around our efforts.
Itisasotobefound way beyond our vision.

Our effortsare only atiny fraction of the magnificent undertaking of thework of God.
Nothing we doiscomplete,

whichisanother way of saying that the Kingdom of Godisfor ever expanding
around us...

Thisiswhat it isabout:

We plant seedswhich oneday will grow.
Wewater seedsalready planted
knowing that they hold future promise.

Welay foundationswhichwill need further devel opment.
We provideyeast which produces effects
beyond our own capabilities.

We cannot do everything, and being aware of thisgivesafeeling of freedom.
Thisenablesusto do somethingandtodoit very well.

It may beincomplete, but itisabeginning, astep a ong theway,
an opportunity for the grace of God to enter and do therest.

Perhapswewill never seethefinal results,
but thereisadifference
between the master-builder and the builder.

Wearethebuilders,
not themaster-builders,
ministersnot messahs.

We are prophets of afuturewhich doesnot belong to us.

(Mons. Oscar Romero)

8. Closing Hymn: Magnificat




